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material things (as we should say, some chemical
compounds), for a few seconds only. But, in every
case, as soon as there is a beginning, there begins
also, that moment, to be an ending.

In the lowest class of being, we have form of one
sort or another, and various material qualities; in the
higher classes, we find also mental qualities. The
union of these constitutes the individual. Every
person, or thing, or god is, therefore, a putting
together, a component individuality, a compound,
a confection (to coin an equivalent for the Buddhist
technical term).* As the relation of its component
parts one to another is ever changing, so it is never
the same for two consecutive moments; and no
sooner has separateness, individuality begun, than
dissolution, disintegration, also begins. There can
be no individuality without a putting together.
There can be no putting together, no Confection,
without a becoming different. And there can be no
becoming different without, sooner or later, a passing
away.f

Such thoughts are really quite familiar to us. We
acknowledge them as true of all inorganic substances,
and of living organisms, including our own. Geology
has taught how the mightiest mountain chains, the

* Sankharo.

f See for the orthodox Buddhist terms the notes in my Buddhist
Suttas (Oxford, 1881), pp. 240, 241.